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Withiairportsiplayingiincreasinglyiimportantirolesiasibusinessimagnetsiandimetropolitan i

economiciaccelerators,iJohniD.iKasarda,iPhD,iPresidentiofitheiAerotropolisiInstitute i

China,idescribesithisiaerotropolisidevelopmentiprocessiandihowiitiisibeingiappliediin i

Chinaitoiattractiinvestment,iboostitrade,iandiincreaseipassengeriandicargoivolumes.

Theoaerotropolisomodel,owhereoairportsoareotreatedoasokeyo21st-centuryodriversoofobusinesso

locationoandourbanoeconomicogrowth,oisoincreasinglyobeingoincorporatedointootheocompeti-

tiveostrategiesoofometropolitanoregionsoaroundotheoworld.oTheosuccessostoriesoofomajoroex-

istingoaerotropolisesosuchoasothoseoatoandoaroundoAmsterdamoSchiphol,oParisoCharlesode o

Gaulle,oDubai,oIncheon,oandoMemphisoairportsohaveoreceivedoconsiderableomediaoatten-

tion.oTheomodeloisolikewiseogeneratingogrowingointerestoamongoairportooperatorsoandolocalo

governmentsoinohowotoobetteroleverageotheiroairportsotooattractobusinessoinvestment,ogener-

ateorevenues,oboostotrade,oandocreateowell-payingojobs.

NowhereoisothisobeingoplayedooutomoreothanoinoChina,owhereoovero100oairportsoando

theirosurroundingoareasoareoapplyingoaerotropolisoprinciplesotoofosterotheseodesiredoeco-

nomicooutcomes.oAnoemergingonationaloleaderoinoapplyingotheoaerotropolisomodeloisotheo

415okm²o(160omile²)oZhengzhouoAirportoEconomyoZoneo(ZAEZ)owhichoisobeingodevel-

opedoonoandooutwardofromoZhengzhouoXinzhengoInternationaloAirporto(CGO),o30okmo(18o

miles)osoutheastoofodowntownoZhengzhouoandoaolittleooveroanohouroflightoinlandofromoBei-

jingooroShanghai.

TheoZAEZowasoformallyoestablishedobyoChina’soStateoCounciloinoMarcho2013oasoaona-

tionalostrategyotoofosterotheoglobalointegration,oeconomicotransformation,oandoprosperityoofo

China’s o largest o province o (Henan, o population o of o 96 o million) o and o its o capital o cityo

(Zhengzhou,opopulationoofo9.9omillion).oAospecificochargeoofotheoStateoCouncilowasotooac-

complishothisobyocreatingotheofirstocomprehensivelyoplanned,opurposelyobuiltoaerotropolis o

inoChina.

DevelopmentoofotheoZAEZorepresentsoaocollaborativeoeffortoofoHenanoProvince,otheo

Zhengzhouomunicipality,oandotheoCiviloAviationoAdministrationoofoChina.oLeadershipoando

day-to-dayomanagementoareohandledobyotheoAdministrativeoCommitteeoofotheoZAEZ.oTheo

Committeeohasobeenosystematicallyoimplementingotheoaerotropolisomodelotooachieveotheo

ambitiousoobjectivesosetobyotheoStateoCouncil.oEconomicoperformanceoandophysicalodevel-

opment ohave obeen o so o impressive o to odate o that o the oZAEZo is o fast obecomingoknownoaso

“China’soAerotropolis”.

FirstopublishedoinoInternationaloAirportoReviewo–oAugusto2018o(www.internationalairportreview)
InoconjunctionowithoDroJohnoKasarda,oPresident,oAerotropolisoInstituteoChina
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The Aerotropolis Model

Simplyoput,oanoaerotropolisoisoaometropolitanosub-regionowhoseoinfrastructure,olandouse,o

andoeconomyoareocentredoonoaomajoroairport.oItsoprimaryovalueopropositionoisothatoitoofferso

itsobusinessesospeedyoconnectivityotootheirosuppliers,ocustomers,oandoenterpriseopartners o

nationallyoandoworldwide.oManyoaerotropolisofirms,oespeciallyothoseoinotheohigh-tech,obio-

medical,oandoadvancedobusinessoserviceosectors,oareotime-sensitiveoandooftenomoreodepen-

dent oonodistant osuppliersoandocustomerso thanothoseo locatedoino their oownometropolitano

regiono(seeowww.aerotropolis.com).oForosuchofirms,otimeoisonotoonlyocost,oitoisoalsoocur-

rency,owithotheoshortestoconnectingotimeobetweenowidelyodistantolocationsobeingoaonon-

stopoflight.

Theoaerotropolisoalsoocontainsotheofullosetoofologisticsoandocommercialofacilitiesothato

supportoaviation-linkedobusinesses,ocargo,oandotheotensoofomillionsoofoairotravellersowhoo

passothroughotheoairportoannually.oTheseofacilitiesoinclude,ofreightoforwardingoandosupplyo

chainomanagement;obondedowarehouses,ohigh-valueofoodoperishables,oe-commerce,oando

pharmaceuticalodistributionofacilities;oofficeobuildings,ohotels,oandoconventionoandoexhibi-

tionocomplexes; oandohealthoandowellness,oresearch, oandoeducationoservices, oasowell oaso

leisureoandotourismovenues.oAppropriatelyositedoandopubliclyoservicedoresidentialoareaso

houseomanyoofotheoemployeesoofotheseoairport-areaobusinesses.

As o an o increasing o number o of o aviation-oriented o firms, o their o supporting o serviceo

providers,oandoassociatedoresidentialodevelopmentsoclusteroaroundoairportsoandooutwardo

alongotheirohighwayoandorailocorridors,otheoaerotropolisoemergesowhereoairotravellersoando

localsoalikeowork,oshop,omeet,oexchangeoknowledge,oconductobusiness,oeat,osleep,oandoareo

entertained,ooftenowithoutogoingomoreothanofifteenominutesofromotheoairporto(seeoExhibit o

1).oAonew,odynamicourbanogrowthopoleoforms,owithomultimodalotransportationoinfrastruc-

tureo(air,ohighway,orail,oandolinksotooports)oefficientlyoconnectingoaerotropolisobusinesseso

andopeopleotoomarketsonearoandofar,oacceleratingotradeoinohigh-valueogoodsoandoserviceso

andoenhancingotheoaerotropolis’o local, o regional, onational, oandoglobal oeconomicoimpor-

tance.
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Integrated Aerotropolis Planning

Integratedoplanningoacrossothreeocriticalodomains―business,otransportation,oandourbanode-

velopment―isoessentialoforoaerotropolisosuccess.oThisoisowhereotheoZAEZohasoexcelled.o

TheoZAEZ’sostrategicoplannersobroughtotogetheroandosuccessfullyoreconciledo(1)otheobusi-

nessositeoandoprofitabilityoobjectivesoofoindividualofirmsomakingocapitaloinvestments;o(2)o

airportoandosurfaceotransportationoplanningoobjectivesoofoensuringomaximumoaccessotootheo

airportoandobusinessositesoatotheolowestopossibleocost;oando(3)ourbanoplanningoobjectivesoof o

livabilityoandoenvironmentalosustainability.oCloselyocollaboratingowithoCGO’somanage-

ment,otheyohaveoalsoodesignedosystemsoforoefficient,osecureocargoologisticsoandoforospeedy, o

safeomovementoofopassengersotooandothroughotheoairportowhileosubstantiallyoexpandingo

CGO’sonationaloandointernationalorouteonetwork.

TheoZAEZowasotheofirstoandomostosuccessfuloaerotropolisoinoChinaotooaddressobusi-

ness, omultimodalosurfaceotransportation, oairport, oandourbanoobjectivesoasoanointegratedo

whole, o leading o to oeconomicallyoefficient, o attractive, o and osustainable odevelopment. oByo

carefullyofollowingoand,omoreoimportantly,oimplementingotheogoldenoringoofoaerotropoliso

planningoasoshownoinoExhibito2,otheoZAEZoalsooplacedoitselfoonoaotrajectoryooforemarkableo

investmentoattractionoandotradeofacilitation. oInobecomingotheomodernoaerotropolis opre-

Exhibit 1: General aerotropolis schematic



JohnoD.oKasarda 4

ciselyoasoenvisionedobyotheoStateoCounciloino2013,otheoZAEZoisocatalyzingonumerousosec-

torsothroughoutotheoZhengzhouometropolitanoregionoandogreateroHenanoProvince.oTheseo

range o from o aircraft o leasing, o cross-border o e-commerce, o perishables o distribution, o ando

tourism o to o aerospace o component omanufacturing, o biomedicine, o financial o services, o ando

smartphoneoassembly.

Economic Performance

TheoachievementsoofotheoZAEZoinotermsoofoindustrialoinvestment,oeconomicooutput,oando

tradeovolumeohaveobeenoremarkable.oBetweeno2013oando2017,o334omajoroprojectsowereo

completed,owithototalofixedoinvestmentoino2017oaloneoreachingo68obillionoRMBo(10obilliono

USD).oValueoaddedobyolarge-scaleoindustriesoamountedotoo30obillionoRMBo(4.3obilliono

USD)oino2017,owithotheoZone’soGDPoexceedingo70obillionoRMBo(9omillionoUSD)oando

growingoatoanoannualocompoundorateoofonearlyo20operocentosinceo2013.oCombinedoimports o

andoexportsowereo337obillionoRMBo(50obillionoUSD)oino2017,owhichorankedotheoZAEZo

firstoinotradeoamongoChina’sobondedozones,oconstitutingo65operocentoofotheototalovalueoofo

HenanoProvince’sotrade.
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ContributingomostotoothisoeconomicogrowthoandotradeosurgeoisoFoxconn,otheocontract o

manufacturer o for oApple’s o iPhones. oApproximately o250,000oworkers oat oFoxconn’s o im-

menseoZAEZofactoryocomplexoproducedo103omillionoiPhonesoino2017o(seeoExhibito3),oac-

countingoforo50operocentoofoalloiPhonesosoldoglobally.oByotheoendoofo2017,oaototaloofo60 o

smartphoneomanufacturersowereoinooperationoinotheoZAEZ,owhoohadoproducedoaocombinedo

299omillionohandsets.oThisoaccountedoforoone-seventhoofoallosmartphonesoproducedoglob-

ally.

TheogrowthoinotheoZAEZ’sosmartphoneoproductionohasobeenocomplementedobyosub-

stantialoadditionsoofofirmsoinosevenootheromodernoindustryoclusters.oDuringo2017,otheoavia-

tionologisticsoindustryoclusteroattractedo36ofirmsowithototaloinvestmentoofo29obillionoRMBo

(4.2obillionoUSD)owithoestimatedoannualorevenueoofoovero50obillionoRMBo(7.5obilliono

USD).oTheoe-commerceoindustryoclusterodrewo431ofirms,oofowhicho338owereoregisteredoaso

cross-borderoe-commerceofirms,owithoanothero12owhoseofacilitiesowereostillounderocon-

struction.

Byotheoendoofo2017,omoreothano70ofirmsoinotheobiomedicineoclusterocontractedotoolo-

cateoinotheoZAEZ,o80operocentoofowhichowillobeginooperationobyo2019;oestimatedoannual o

outputovalueoisoanticipatedotooreacho10obillionoRMBo(1.5obillionoUSD).oTheoprecisionoma-

chineryoindustryoclusteroattractedo14ofirmsowithoaototaloinvestmentoofo35obillionoRMBo(5.1o

billion oUSD), owith o forecasted oannual o revenue o reaching o80 obillion oRMBo(11.6 obilliono

USD)owhenotheseofirmsobeginofullooperation.oTheoelectronicoinformationoindustryoclustero

Exhibit 3: Foxconn assembly complex at the ZAEZ
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hasodrawno221ofirmsowithototaloinvestmentoamountingotoo115obillionoRMBo(16.5obilliono

USD)oandoannualorevenueoexpectedotooreachoovero130obillionoRMBo(19.3obillionoUSD)oato

buildout.oTheoaircraftomanufacturingoandomaintenanceoindustryoclusteroattractedofiveofirmso

withoaototaloinvestmentoofoeightobillionoRMBo(1.2obillionoUSD)oandoannualorevenueowhicho

isoforecastedotooreacho10obillionoRMBo(1.5obillionoUSD)oatofullooperation.oByo2017,otheo

modernotradeoandoexhibitionoindustryoclusterohadoattractedo30ofirms,owhichoareoanticipatedo

tooinvesto60obillionoRMBo(8.7obillionoUSD)oatobuildout.oOvero37obillionoRMBo(5.5obilliono

USD)oinogoodsotradeowereocompletedoino2017obyothoseofirmsoalreadyooperatingoinothis o

cluster.

TheoZAEZ’sonear-termogoalsoareohighlyoambitious,oincludingoattractingonewoinvest-

mentoinoR&Doandoadvancedobusinessoservices.oItsoleadersoanticipateothatotheoannualoGDPo

willobeo79obillionoRMBo(11.5obillionoUSD)oino2018obasedoonoaototalofixedoassetoinvestmento

ofo78obillionoRMBo(11.4obillionoUSD).oSmartphoneoproductionowillocontinueotoobeoatotheo

forefront,owithotheoZAEZostrivingotooassembleo400omillionounitsoannuallyobyo2020owhenoao

secondoSmartphoneoBusinessoParkoBoisoinofullooperation.

ZAEZomanagementoisoalsoocurrentlyorecruitingofirmsoinobigodataoanalysis,ocloudocom-

puting,osoftwareoengineering,oauditing,oinsurance,oandospecialisedointernationalofinance,o

suchoasoaircraftoleasing.oTheirogoaloisotoohaveotheototalovalueoofoimportsoandoexportsoof o

goodsoandoservicesoexceedo413.5obillionoRMBo(60obillionoUSD)oino2018,oao31operocentoin -

creaseooveroitso2016otradeototal.oBasedoonotheoZAEZ’soremarkableorecordoofoaccomplish-

mentsotoodate,othisogoalocertainlyoappearsoachievable.

Aerotropolis Land Development

Exhibito4opresentsotheoZAEZ’soland-useoplan.oThreeobroadoaerotropolisodistrictsoconstituteo

itsodevelopmentostrategy.oTheovastomajorityoofoeconomicoactivityotoodateohasobeenoconcen-

tratedoinoanoAirportoDistrictothatoconsistsoofoCGOopropertyo(48okm2ooro18.5omi2)oandoitso

surroundingoareas.oTheoAirportoDistrictocontainsotheoZAEZ’so5.1okm²o(2omile²)obondedo

zoneo(theoZhengzhouoXinzhengoComprehensiveoBondedoZone)owhereoFoxconnoandoaosub-

stantialonumberoofootherotime-sensitiveomanufacturing,ologistics, oandodistributionofirmso

areolocated.oEnterprisesoinotheozoneofocusomainlyoonobondedomanufacturing,obondedoware-

housingoandologistics,obondedomaintenance,operishables,oandocross-borderoe-commerce.
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AlongowithotheomassiveoFoxconnocampus,ocompletedostructuresoinotheobondedozoneoaso

ofomid-2018oincludedoaonumberoofowarehouses,ologisticsoandoairoexpressofacilitiesoencom-

passingo230,000om2o(2.5omillionoft2),oanoinspectionoareaoofo18,600om2o(200,200oft2),opark-

Exhibit 4: Zhengzhou Airport Economy Zone Land-Use Plan
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ing,oandoaoto-be-inspectedoareaoofo20,600om2o(222,000oft2).oAorangeoofofunctionsosupport-

ingotheoZAEZ’soexistingobondedomanufacturingofunctions―suchoasoexpandedoCustoms,o

inspectionoandomaintenance,owarehousingoandologistics,ocoldostorage,omerchandiseodis-

play,oaircraftoleasing,oandotradeoservices―wereobeingoconstructedoino2018owithototaloin-

vestmentoamountingotooaroundo1.3obillionoRMBo(190omillionoUSD).oTheobondedozoneois o

scheduledotoobeobuiltooutoino2021.

Inoadditionotooaviation-industryosectors,osuchoasoaircraftocomponentsoproduction,otheo

AirportoDistrictocontainsoaocross-borderoe-commerceologisticsocentre,oandoaocomprehen-

siveoperishableoimport-exportocomplexowhichocontainsoaomeatoport,oliveoAustralianocattleo

port,ofruitoport,ofreshoseafoodoport,oandofrozenoseafoodoport.oTheseoportsohaveoprovidedoa o

majoroboostotooHenanoProvince’somodernoagriculturaloandofoodoprocessingosectors.oInoad-

dition,otheyoserveotoobringoperishableofoodoproductsofromotheseosectorsotooHenanoProvinceo

andogreateroCentraloChinaofromoaroundotheoworld.oForoexample,ofromo2014otooOctober o

2017,o12,000otonneso(13,200otons)oofofruitowereoimportedothroughoCGO,oasowereo7,400o

tonneso(8,160otons)oofofreshoseafood.oInotheofirstotenomonthsoofo2017,o3,300otonneso(3,640o

tons) oof o fruit owereo importedo fromoNorthoAmericao to oChinaovia oCGO,oaccountingo foro

nearlyo70operocentoofoallofruitoairfreightedofromoNorthoAmericaotooChina.oInoaddition,oCGOo

isooneoofoChina’solargestointernationalopostalotransitoports,owitho2,720otonneso(3,000otons)o

ofopostogoingothroughoCGOofromo2014otooOctobero2017.

Foroaviationoequipmentomanufacturing,otheoAirportoDistrictohasoattractedoGermanoIASo

Aircraft o Interiors, oMooneyoAircraft oManufacturing, oand oSino-FranceoGeneral oAviationo

AircraftoManufacturing.oInotermsoofoairologistics,oDHL,oPrologis,oTNT-Sinotrans,oUPS,o

FedEx,oandoSF-Expressoareoamongotheo140oexpressocarriers,ofreightoforwarders,oando3PLso

thatooperateoinothisodistrictoalongowithoe-commerceofirmsosuchoasoAlibaba,oSuningoE-Com-

merce,oandotheoHenanocross-borderoelectronicobusinessoplatform.

TheocornerstoneoofotheoZAEZ’sofast-growingoe-commerceosectoroisotheoAirportoDis-

trict’soInternationaloE-commerceoIndustrialoPark.oOpenedoinoNovembero2014,obyobuildout,o

theoParkoplansotooinvesto2.5obillionoRMBo(360omillionoUSD),owithoconstructedofacilitiesoofo

460,000om2o(5omillionoft2),oofowhichotheofirstophase,oalreadyoinooperation,ocontainso160,000o

m2o (1.7omillionoft2).oItsoinitialophaseohaso70ocompaniesocontracted,osuchoasoVIPoandotheo

HenanoCiviloAviationoDevelopmentoandoInvestmentoCorporation.

Asoitsonameoimplies,otheoParkofocusesoprimarilyoonocross-borderoe-commerce,osupple-

mentedobyodomesticoe-commerce.oByoprovidingocomprehensiveoandotailoredoservicesofor o

large,omedium,oandosmalloe-commerceoenterprises,oitooffersoaoone-stoposhopoofointerna-

tionaloe-commerceosupportoforoCentraloChina.oItsofunctionsobringotogetheroe-commerceo

operationocentresowithomerchandiseoexhibitionoareasoandologisticsoandodistributionofacili-

ties.
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Inotheoeasternosectionoofotheoairportodistricto(aboutofiveokmoorothreeomiofromotheoairport o

andojustowestoofotheonewohigh-speedorailostation),oChina’soGreenlandoGroupo(aoFortuneo

500ocompany)oisopartneringowithoXingoGangoInvestment,oaowhollyoownedocompanyoundero

theoZAEZ’somanagementocommittee,otooconstructoanoexpansive,o10-billion-RMBo(1.5-bil-

lion-USD)oconvention,otrade,oandoexhibitionocomplex.oKnownoasotheoZhengzhouoNewoIn-

ternational oConventionoandoExhibitionoCentreo(ZNICEC), o this ocomplexowill ohouseo34o

exhibitionohalls,ospanningo148ohectareso(366oacres).oTotalospaceoofoconstructedobuildingso

willoexceedooneomillionom2o(10.8omillionoft2),owithoexhibitionofacilitiesoaloneoencompass-

ingo400,000om2o (4.3omillionoft2),ooneoofotheolargestoinotheoworld.oInomid-2018,otheofirsto

phaseoofoconstruction,ocoveringo65ohectareso(161oacres),owasowelloonoitsowayotoocomple -

tion,owithoaomainolandingohall,o16oexhibitionohalls,otwooserviceohalls,oaofour-starohotel,oao

warehouse,oandoenergyocentreobeingobuiltowithoaototaloinvestmentoofo4.5obillionoRMBo(650o

millionoUSD).oPhaseo1oisoscheduledoforooperationoino2019.

PlaceomakingoandoenvironmentalosustainabilityocharacteriseoZNICECobuildingodesigno

andoconstruction.oTheodesignoreflectsotheohistoryoandocultureoofoChina’soCentraloPlains, o

withosymbolsoofotheseoincorporatedoinotheocomplex’soarchitectureoandolandscape.oTooad-

vanceoenvironmentallyosustainableooperations,otheoexhibitionocentreoemploysogreenobuild-

ing o principles o such o as o mixed o ventilation, o LED o lighting, o water-saving o technologies,o

intelligentobuildingooperations,oregionaloenergyostations,oandootheroconservationomethods.

Whenocompletedoinotheoearlyo2020s,oitoisoanticipatedothatotheoZNICECowilloanchor o

substantiallyomoreocommercialodevelopmentooverotheofollowingodecade,oaugmentedobyoao

combinationoofonearbyoair, ohigh-speedorail, o intercityorail, ometroosubways, oandomoderno

highways. oThisomultimodalotransportationoinfrastructureois oexpectedotooattract ocomple-

mentaryobusinessesosuchoasohotels,oretail,orestaurants,oandoentertainmentofacilitiesoalongo

withoexhibition-supportingosectorsosuchoasoICT,ocatering,oprinting,oadvertising,odesign,o

andotranslationoservices.

Aofutureourbanocentreoisobeingoplannedotoobeolocatedoimmediatelyoeastoofotheohigh-

speedorailostationonotofarofromotheoexhibitionocomplex.oThisoareaoisotargetedoforoenterpriseo

headquarters o and o other o corporate o functions; o financial o services, o including o the oCentralo

PlainsoStockoExchange;oproduceroservices,osuchoasoauditing,oconsulting,omarketing,oando

onlineobusinessoplatforms;oandosupportofunctions,osuchoasoshopping,odining,ohealthoando

wellness,oentertainment,oandoexecutive-classocondominiums.oWithotheoZNICECoandoitso

associatedobusinessesoonooneosideoofotheohigh-speedorailostationoandotheoenterpriseoando

commercialoservicesoareaoonotheootheroside,oaomajoroexhibitionoindustryoecosystemoando

newourbanobusinessodistrictowillobeoformed.oBothowillobeodrivenobyotheo“double-portoen-

gine”oofotheohigh-speedorailostationoandotheonearbyoairportoalongowithoitsoconnectingosur -

faceotransportationoinfrastructure.
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SouthoofotheoAirportoDistrictoisotheoHigh-EndoManufacturingoDistrictoprimarilyogearedo

toward o precision o and o advanced omanufacturing, o biomedicine, o ITo and o ICTo equipment,o

R&D,oandoproductionoofonewoaerospaceoequipmentomaterialsosuchoasocarbon-fiberocom-

posites, o polymers, o and o ceramics. oTaiwan’s oFair o Friend oGroup o is o opening o one o of o theo

world’solargestoprecisionomachineotoolomanufacturingobasesothereoino2018,ofeaturingo3Do

printing,orobotics,oandolaserotechnologies.oTheogroupoisoinvestingo3.5obillionoRMBo(510o

millionoUSD)oinotheoZAEZotoomanufactureo22omachineotoolobrands,owhichowillobeosoldo

globally.

TheoZhengzhouoBiomedicineoParkoisoalsoolocatedoinotheoZAEZohigh-endomanufactur-

ingoarea.oThisoParkowillobeotheolargestoR&Doandoproductionobaseoforomedicaloscienceoino

HenanoProvince.oItsoplansocovero130ohectareso(330oacres)oatobuildoutowithotheofirstophase o

coveringo25ohectareso(60oacres).oIno2017,otheoincubationobaseoandopilototestoplatformocom-

mencedoconstruction,oencompassingo400,000om2o(4.3omillionoft2)owitho2obillionoRMBo(360o

millionoUSD)oinvested,oincludingoaolabotestocentre,opilototestocentre,oproductionoplant,obio-

logisticsosystem,oexhibitionocentre,oandolivingofacilities.oThatosameoyearotheoBiomedicineo

ParkoExhibitionoCentreowasoopened.

Byointroducingoleadingobiomedicaloproducts,oallocatingoresourcesoforoproductoinnova-

tion,obuildingotechnicaloservicesoandobio-logisticsoplatforms,oandoattractingoupstreamosup-

pliersoandodownstreamodistributors,otheoParkoseeksotoogenerateooneoofotheoworld’somosto

integratedobiomedicineoclusters.oThisoend-to-endoclusterowilloincludeoR&Doandoprovideo

comprehensive o services o for o the o large-scale oproduction o and odistribution oof obiomedicalo

products.oTooaccomplishothisoobjective,otheoParkoplansotooinvesto500omillionoRMBo(73o

millionoUSD)oinoconstructingofiveotechnicaloserviceoplatforms―aobiomedicaloR&Doplat-

form;onewoanimalodrugoplatform;osmall-moleculeochemistry,omanufacturing,oandocontrolso

preparationoR&Doplatform;omacromoleculeopilototestoserviceoplatform;oandocellotechnol-

ogyoserviceoplatform―whichowilloprovideointegratedoinnovationoandoresearchosupportofor o

biomedicaloenterprises.oAtotheosameotime,oaobiomedicineoresearchoinstituteowillobeoestab-

lishedotoofocusoonofast-growing,ohigh-valueoproductosectors,osuchoasoprotein-basedobiolog-

ics.oToofurtherosupportoinnovationoandoentrepreneurship,otheoparkoisoendeavoringotoobuild o

professionaloincubationoplatformsoforocompaniesothatocouldoprovideocomprehensiveoser-

vicesolikeoenterpriseoregistration,opreferentialopoliciesoimplementation,ofinancing,oskillso

training,otalentorecruitment,opatentodeclaration,oandointellectualopropertyoprotection.

Byomid-2018,omoreothano70obiomedicineoenterprisesosignedocooperativeoagreementso

withotheoPark,ocoveringoareasosuchoasodrugochemistry,ocellotherapy,odiagnosticoreagents, o

andopharmaceuticalodistribution.oItsogoalooverotheonextotenoyearsoisotoodevelopooroattractoat o

leasto300obiomedicineoenterprisesothatowillogenerateoupotoo100obillionoRMBo(14.5obilliono

USD)oinoeconomicooutput,oevolvingointootheoleadingobioscienceoandobiomedicineobaseofor o

CentraloChinaoandoanointernationallyosignificantobiotechnologyoinnovationonode.
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The oZAEZocatapulted o into oglobal o prominence owhen oFoxconn o located o the o largest o

iPhoneoassemblyocampusothere.oItsosmartphoneoproductionobaseohasocontinuedotoorapidlyo

expand, o with, o as o noted, o 59 o other o smartphone o enterprises o joining o Foxconn o in o theo

aerotropolis.oAlmostoalloofotheseofirmsolocatedoinoaonewoSmartphoneoBusinessoParkolo-

catedoinotheohigh-endomanufacturingodistrict.oThisoPark,owhichoofficiallyoopenedoinoJanu-

aryo2014,ocoverso25ohectareso(60oacres).oInoadditionotoosmartphoneoassembly,otheoParko

includesoenterpriseoheadquarters,oR&D,osoftwareodevelopment,oproductodesign,oandomar-

ketingofunctions.oCompaniesosuchoasoAMER,oZTE,oandoCoolpadoareooperatingoinotheoPark.o

Together,otheyoproducedo196omillionohandsetsoino2017,onearlyodoublingoFoxconnoinototalo

smartphoneoproduction,owhichoalsoohasosomeoofoitsooperationsoinotheoSmartphoneoPark.o

Theseofirmsooccupyo610,000om2o(6.6omillionoft2)oofofacilities,owhichowereodevelopedobe-

tweeno2014oando2016.oCommercialorealoestateoabsorptionoatotheoSmartphoneoBusinesso

Park o has o been o so o rapid o that o an o additional o park o commenced o construction o in o earlyo

2017―SmartphoneoBusinessoParkoB.oParkoBocoverso30ohectareso(70oacres)oandowillooffer o

constructedofacilityospaceoofo548,000om2o(5.9omillionoft2).oWhenocompleted,ototalofacilityo

investmentoisoexpectedotooreacho2.5obillionoRMBo(360omillionoUSD).

NotofarofromotheoSmartphoneoBusinessoParkoisotheoGardenoExpooArea.oAo398-hectareo

(983-acre)oGardenoExhibitionositeohostedotheo11 thoChinao(Zhengzhou)oInternationaloGar-

denoExpoobetweenoSeptembero2017oandoMayo2018, owhichoconstitutedo theolargestoando

highest-levelofairoinoChina’sogardeningoandoflowerodomain,oattractingotouristsofromoaroundo

theoworld.oTheototaloGardenoExpooArea,owhichoremainsoopenotootouristsoandovisitors,ocon-

tainsothreeosites―GardenoExhibitionoParko(SiteoA),oShuangheoLakeoCentraloParko(SiteoB),o

andoYuanlingoOldoTownoRuinsoParko(SiteoC).

TheokeyoobjectivesoofotheoInternationaloGardenoExpooareotoodisplayohorticulturaloprod-

uctsofromonationsoaroundotheoworldowhileopromotingogreenodevelopmentoandotheocultureo

andohistoryoofotheoCentraloPlainsoasotheocradleoofoChineseocivilisation.oItsostructureocon-

sistsoofotwoositesowithotwoocores.oTheotwoositesoreferotootheoGardenoExhibitionoParkoando

theoYuanlingoOldoTownoRuinsoPark,owhichoconnectoantiquityowithomodernity,osymbolisingo

theodevelopmentalohistoryoandocultureoofoChina’soCentraloPlains.oTheotwoocoresoareothe o

ChineseoCivilisationoGardenoinsideotheoGardenoExhibitionoParkoandotheoInneroTownoRuinso

ParkoinsideoYuanlingoOldoTown,owhichoareotheomainoculturallyothemedogardensoofoeacho

park,orespectively.

Aoman-madeolakeoinotheosouthernoGardenoExhibitionoParkowithoaomountainotooitsonortho

formsotheomainoaxisoofotheoPark’solandscape.oAlongothisoaxis,othereoareostringsoofocultural o

architectureohighlightedobyotheomainoentrance,oHuashengoPavilion,otheomainoexhibitiono

hall,oandoXuanyuanoPavilion.

Also o located o in o the obroader oGarden oExpo oArea o is oShuanghe oLake oCentral oPark,o

aroundowhichotheoShuangheoHigh-EndoBusinessoServicesoAreaoisobeingodeveloped,oapply-
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ingoanoecologicalotheme.oAo1.5okm²o(0.58omile²)olakeoisotheocentre-pieceoofothisobusinesso

servicesoarea.oThisodistrict,owhichocoverso6okm2o(2.3omi2)oandopossessesoconstructedobuild-

ingospaceoofosixomillionom2o (65omillionoft2),owilloserveoasoaonewoCBDo(centralobusinesso

district) o targetedo tooattractingocorporate oofficesoandoadvancedobusinessoservices ofirms,o

suchoasoauditing,olegaloservices,oandomarketing,oinoadditionotoocloudocomputingofirms.oAno

undergroundoandounder-the-lakeonetworkooforoadwaysoandoutilityotunnelsoasowelloasopark-

ingofacilitiesoandoaocommercialocomplexowereocompletedoino2017.oAsoofo2018,oprojectso

andoenterprisesolocatedoinotheoShuangheoHigh-EndoBusinessoServiceoareaoincludedotheoAl-

ibabaoCloudoComputingoBase,otheoGreenlandoGroupoofficeocomplex,oTaishangoSoftwareo

Park,oZENSUN,oandotheoZhengzhouoWorldoTradeoCentre.oHigh-qualityoexecutiveohousingo

isobeingodevelopedonearotheonewoCBDoasowell.

Inoaosimilaromanner,oanoUrbanoServicesoDistrict,olocatedonorthoofotheoAirportoDistrict, o

isotargetedoforo(1)ointernationalofinancialoservicesosuchoasoaircraftoleasing;o(2)oscientific o

andoknowledge-intensiveofunctionsosuchoasosoftwareoengineering;o(3)oculturaloandoleisureo

facilities;oando(4)omixed-useocommercial/residentialoareasowithourbanoamenitiesoforoexecu-

tives,oprofessionals,oandoknowledge-workers,oincludingoanointernationaloK–12oacademyo

thatoopenedoinofalloofo2015owithoaouniversity-likeocampus,oEnglish-languageoteachers,oando

WesternocurriculaobasedoonoSiliconoValleyoschools.oOtherointernationaloschoolsoareobeingo

developed o throughout o the oZAEZ’s o three obroadodistricts o (with oa oconsulate oarea oandoao

higheroeducationoandoinnovationocomplexounderoplanning)oalongowithoeightomajoroairport-

oriented o industrial oparks o (aviation o logistics, o aviation omanufacturing oandomaintenance,o

biomedicine,oelectronicocommerce,oelectronicoinformationoandocloudocomputing,opreci-

sionomachinery,osmartphones,oandotradeoandoexhibition).oNumerousoprojects,osomeowitho

investmentoexceedingo6.5obillionoRMBo(1obillionoUSD),oareocompletedoorounderoconstruc-

tionoinotheseoindustrialoparks,owhichocontainotheolikesoofoAlibaba,oK-touch,oFairoFriendo

Group,oandoZTE.oWell-designedoresidentialoareasoandomixed-useocommercial/residential o

areasoareobeingodevelopedothroughoutotheoZAEZoasowell,owithohousingorangingofromoaf-

fordableoapartmentocomplexesotoohigh-end,odetachedoexecutiveounits.

AlloZAEZoconstructionoprojectsooperateounderoenvironmentaloprotectionoandosustain-

abilityoinitiatives.oInoearlyo2016,oovero10omillionom2o(107.6omillionoft2)oofogreenolandscap-

ingo(horticulture,otrees,ograssland,oetc.)ocommencedodevelopment,oofowhicho3omillionom2o

(32.3omillionoft2)owereocompletedobyotheoendoofotheoyearoatoaocostoofo5.5obillionoRMBo(800o

millionoUSD).oIno2017,o8.1omillionom2o(87.2omillionoft2)oofogreenolandscapingowereoaddedo

alongowithoaofurthero1.5omillionom2o(16.1omillionoft2)oino2018.oParticularoeffortsoareoalsoo

beingodirectedoatoimprovingoairoquality,owhichohasoemergedoasoaomajoroproblemothrough-

outomuchoofoCentraloChina.oTheoZAEZ’so220oconstructionositesothatowereoactiveoino2018o

wereoallofunctioningoinolineowithogovernment-designatedoenvironmentalostandards.

Ino2016,otheoStateoCounciloencouragedoZhengzhouo(includingotheoZAEZ)otoobecomeo

oneoofoeightonationalocentralocities.oNationalocentralocitiesoareodefinedoasoleadingocitiesoin o
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Chinaofeaturing:oa)onationaloeconomicodevelopmentoandoresourcesoallocation;ob)onational o

integratedotransportationoandoinformationonetworkohubs;oc)onationaloeducation,oculture,o

andoinnovationocentres;oandod)onationalologisticsoandocomprehensiveourbanobusinessoser-

vicesocentres.oLedobyotheoZAEZ,oZhengzhou’sostrategyowillobeotoodeveloponewoknowledgeo

ando technology-intensiveo industries oas owell o as o foster oentrepreneurship oando innovationo

platforms o that owill o bring omultiple o tiers o of o talent o to o newoknowledge-based o industrieso

emergingoinotheoZAEZoandothroughoutotheoZhengzhouometropolitanoregion.

The Aerotropolis Engine: CGO

PoweringotheoaerotropolisoisoZhengzhouoXinzhengoInternationaloAirporto(CGO),odesig-

natedoasooneoofoeightonationaloCategoryo1oairportsoinoChina.oCGOoservesoasotheoAsiaohubo

foroCargoluxoAirlinesoasowelloasoaofocusoairportoforoChinaoSouthern.oCGO’sostrategicoloca-

tionoatotheogeographicocentreoofoChina’sopopulationoprovidesoairlinesowithotheoshortestoav-

erageoflightotimesotoomajorodomesticomarkets,othree-fifthsoofowhichocanobeoreachedoinoless o

thano90ominutes,owhileo90operocentoofotheoChineseopopulationocanobeoreachedowithino150o

minutes.oInoMayo2017,oAiroAsiaoChinaoannouncedoplansotoomakeoCGOoitsofutureohub.

Fifty-fouroairlineso(42odomesticoando12ointernational)owereooperatingoatoCGOoinomid-

2018,owhichoprovidedo201oairorouteso(28ointernationaloairoroutes)oconnectingo109ocitieso

domestically oando internationally. oCGO’s oair o route onetwork ocovers omajor ocities oacrosso

China,oNortheastoAsia,oandoSoutheastoAsia,oasowelloasoDubaioandoVancouver.oTheoairporto

plansotooaddoatoleastothreeonewointercontinentalopassengeroroutesodirectlyoconnectingoitoto o

Europe,oAmerica,oandoOceania.o21ocargooairlineso(includingo14ointernationaloairlines)oalsoo

operateoatoCGO.oTheonumberoofoall-cargooairorouteso(34oall-cargooairoroutes,o29oofowhicho

areointernational)oranksofirstoinoinlandoChina.oTheseoroutesolinkoCGOotoofifteenoofotheotop o

twentyoglobalocargooairports.

BothoairocargooandopassengerogrowthoatoCGOohaveobeenophenomenal.oBetweeno2010o

ando2017,ofreightovolumesoexperiencedoanoannualocompoundogrowthorateoofo27operocent, o

soaringofromo85,800ometricotonneso(94,600otons)otoo503,000ometricotonneso(554,500otons).o

Duringotheosameoperiod,oannualopassengerotrafficoexpandedofromo8.7omillionotoo24.3omil-

lion,oao15.8operocentoannualocompoundogrowthorate.oCGOohasobeenoChina’sofastest-grow-

ing o cargo o airport o percentage-wise o every o year o between o 2013 o and o 2017 o and owas o theo

nation’sofastest-growingopassengeroairporto(byoperocentogrowth)oino2014oando2016o(seeoEx-

hibito5).oCGOorankedofirstoinopassengeroandocargoovolumeoinoCentraloChinaoino2017.
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
% change

(2010–
2017)

Total
passengers
(thousands)

8708 10150 11673 13139 15805 17297 20763 24300 179%

Total
cargo

(thousands)
85.8 102.8 151.2 255.7 370.4 403.3 456.7 502.7 486%

Total
movements
(thousands)

84.2 93 109.2 127.8 147.7 154.5 178.1 195.7 132%

Exhibit 5: Passenger, cargo, and aircraft movements at Zhengzhou Xinzheng International Airport 
(2010–2017)

TheorapidoriseoofoCGO’socargooandopassengerovolumesostimulatedoao19.1-billion-RMBo

(2.8-billion-USD)oairportoinfrastructureoandofacilitiesoexpansionoprogramothatobeganoino

Decembero2012oandowasocompletedoino2016.oThisoincludesoaonewo484,500om²o(5.2-milliono

ft²)oterminalo(Terminalo2)othatowasoputointoooperationoinoDecembero2015,owitho79opassen-

geroaircraftoparkingobayso(71ocontactogatesoandoeightoremoteostands)oandonineoexclusiveo

freighterobays.oTheseoadditionsobringoCGO’soannualopassengerocapacityotoo40omillionoando

cargoocapacityotoo700,000otonneso(770,000otons). oForointernational ocargo, oCGOoofferso

bondedoareasoandoanoelectronicocustomsoclearanceosystemowithosingle-windowodeclarationo

alongowithoexpressoinspectionoforoimport-exportoclearance.oModernoimmigrationocounterso

utilisingotheolatestotechnologyospeedointernationalopassengeromovementsothroughotheoter-

minal.

AnotheromajoroCGOoinfrastructureoupgradeoinvolvesotheoadditionoofoao274,000om²o(3o

millionoft²)omultimodalogroundotransportationocentreo(GTC)ointegratedowithoTerminalo2.o

Openedoino2015,otheoGTCohasotransitoandoparkingoareasoforobusesoandotaxisoandounder-

groundohallsoforosubwaysoandointercityotrainsoconvergingoonoCGO.oAsonoted,oaohigh-speedo

railostationo(ZhengzhouoSouth)oisobeingobuiltojustoeastoofotheoairport.oPlannedoforocomple-

tionoino2019,othisoseventeen-platformostationowillorankoamongstoChina’solargestoandowillo

significantlyoextendotheoairport’socatchmentoareaowhileocatalysingocommercialodevelop-

mentoaroundoitodescribedopreviously.

Theolong-termoairportomasteroplano(througho2045)oshowsoCGOowithofiveorunwayso

(oneoofowhichowillobeodedicatedotooairocargo),ofouropassengeroterminals,ooneosatelliteohall, o

threeocargooareas,oandoadditionalocargoofacilities,owhichowillosignificantlyoupgradeopassen-

geroandocargooprocessingocapacity.oByo2030,oCGOoisoforecastotooreacho70omillionopassen-

gersoando3omillionotonneso(3.3omillionotons)oofocargo.oLonger-termoprojectionsoforecastoano

upwardsotrajectoryoofo100omillionopassengersoannuallyoando5omillionotonneso(5.5omilliono

tons)oofocargo.
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Whenotheonewo484,000om²o(5.2-millionoft²)oTerminalo2owasoopenedoinolateo2015,otheo

existingo128,000om²o(1.4-millionoft²)oTerminalo1owasoclosedotooaviationoandowasorepur-

posedoforoairportocityofunctions.oTheoolderoterminalo(whichowilloincludeosomeoaircraftocon-

tactogatesoinotheofuture)oisobeingotransformedolargelyointooanointegratedoexhibition,otrade, o

retail,oandoentertainmentocomplex,otheofirstoofoitsokindoinoChina.oAofour-starohotelowithoap-

proximatelyo45,000om2o(484,000oft2)oofoconstructedospaceoisoplannedobetweenoTerminalo1o

andoTerminalo2.

Multimodal Surface Transportation

Efficientomultimodalosurfaceotransportationohasobeenoasoimportantoasoairoroutesoforotheo

ZAEZ’s,oZhengzhou’s,oandoHenan’sodevelopment.oZhengzhouositsoatotheocrossroadsoofo

China’sonationalohighwayoandorailoinfrastructure.oTheoZAEZoitselfoprovidesoaoseamlessoin-

terfaceoofoaviationowithomajorohighways,ointercityorailways,ohigh-speedorailways,oandosub-

ways.

NationaloandomajoroprovincialoroadsoservingotheoZAEZohaveobeenoupgradedoandoex-

panded,oformingoaonetworkoofofiveoverticaloandosixohorizontalotrunkoroads.oTheotrunkoroadso

areobeingocrosshatchedowithonumerousohigh-qualityosecondaryoroads,oprovidingoaosystemo

ofohighwaysothatoefficientlyolinksotheoZAEZotooalloofoHenanoProvinceoandowellobeyond. o

Nearlyo30operocentoofoChina’soGDPoliesowithino500okmo(310omi)oofotheoZAEZ.

TheoZAEZocontainsoovero400okmo(250omi)oofoneworoadso(includingo34ocross-rivero

bridges)othatohaveobeenoconstructedotooefficientlyolinkoallosectionsotooeachootheroandotoothe o

airport. o Subway o lines owith o appropriately o placed o stations o are o located o throughout o theo

ZAEZ.

Foroexternaloconnectivity,oZhengzhouoalsoopossessesotheofastest,odeepest,oandobroadesto

railosystemsocomplementingoitsohighwayosystems.oTheocityoandoZAEZoareoatotheointersec-

tionsoofobothotheonationalofreightorailosystemsoandoChina’sonorth-southoandoeast-westohigh-

speedopassengerorailosystems.oOneoofotheolargestohigh-speedorailostationsoinoChinaoisoin o

downtownoZhengzhouo(knownoasoZhengzhouoEast),owithotheoaforementioned,onewohigh-

speedorailostationo(ZhengzhouoSouth)onearingocompletionojustoeastoofotheoairport.oTheoair -

port’sointercityorailostationothatodirectlyoconnectsotooCGO’sonewopassengeroterminaloasowello

asotheonearbyoSouthohigh-speedorailostationoareobothobeingoviewedonotoonlyofororapidopas-

sengerosurfaceotransport,obutoalsooforosmallopackageoexpressodeliveryoandoforoe-commerce o

distribution,otheolatteroinowhichoChinaoleadsotheoworld.

Givenoitsostrategicolocationoandosuperioromultimodalosurfaceoandoairoconnectivity,otheo

ZAEZoisobeingopositionedobyoChina’soCentralogovernmentoasoanointeriorolynchpinoinoitso

“BeltoandoRoad”oinitiativeobasedoonotheooriginaloSilkoRoadothroughoCentraloAsiaoandothe o
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MiddleoEastotooEurope.oReinforcingotheoZAEZ’soairocargooroutesotootheoMiddleoEastoando

EuropeoareotheoZhengzhou-Europeoblockocontainerotrains,owhichooperateoregularlyofromo

ZhengzhouotooBerlin,oHamburg,oandoRotterdamoviaoCentraloAsia,otheoMiddleoEast,oando

EasternoEurope.

Ino2017,oChina’soPresidentoXioJinpingoarticulatedotheoCentralogovernment’sostrongo

supportoforotheoconceptoofotheo‘AiroSilkoRoad’.oThisoconceptoisoaboutoincreasingoconnec-

tivityoandotradeoinohigh-value,otime-sensitiveoproductsoandobusinessoservicesoviaoexpand-

ingoaviationoroutes.oInoparticular,oPresidentoXioexpressedohisodesireotooseeoaoLuxembourg-

ZhengzhouoAiroSilkoRoadoexpand.oTheoZAEZoandoLuxembourgoareoalreadyowellocon-

nectedothroughoLuxembourg’sonationaloairocargoocarrier, oCargolux, owhoseoAsiaohuboiso

CGO.oIno2017,oovero147,000otonneso(162,000otons)oofosmartphones,oelectronics,oandoothero

high-value o products owere o flown oby oCargolux o between oZhengzhou o and oLuxembourg.o

Plansoareotoosubstantiallyoincreaseotheseocargooflowsoino2018oandoafterwardsothroughoao

newojoint-ventureoairlineo(HenanoCargooAirlines)obeingoestablishedobyoCargoluxoandotheo

HenanoCivil oAviation oDevelopment o&oInvestment oCompany. oAir osilk o roads―comple-

mentingotradeooutreachoviaohighway,orailway,oandoportoinfrastructureodevelopment―willo

playoanoincreasinglyoimportantoroleoinoboostingolocaloandoregionaloeconomiesothroughouto

China o and o be o particularly o instrumental o to o the o ZAEZ o in o sustaining o its o impressiveo

aerotropolisodevelopment.

Key Challenges Ahead

WhatoaboutotheoZAEZ’sofuture?oCanoitsorapidodevelopmentotrajectoryobeomaintained,oes-

peciallyonowothatotheoZAEZ’sofirmorecruitmentostrategyoisotoomoveoupotheovalueocreationo

chainobyoattractingoinnovation-drivenoindustriesoandoknowledge-basedobusinessoservices?o

Futhermore,owhatochallengesooroobstaclesomustobeoovercomeoforothisonext-generationofirmo

recruitmentostrategyotoosucceed?

Givenoinvestmentoagreementsoalreadyoinoplace,oitoseemsohighlyolikelyothatotheoZAEZ’so

impressiveogrowthowillocontinueoforoatoleastotheonextothreeotoofiveoyears,otransformingoit o

into o a o world-class o aerotropolis. o This o transformation o will o further o move o the o ZAEZ,o

Zhengzhou,oandoHenanoProvinceoupotheoindustrialovalueochainoinosuchosectorsoasobiomedi -

cine,ocross-borderoe-commerce,ofoodoprocessingoandodistribution,ohigh-endomanufactur-

ing,oandoknowledge-basedobusinessoservices.oInosoodoing,otheoZAEZowillobecomeoCentral o

China’socentreoforomeat,oseafood,ofruitoandovegetableodistribution,obiosciences,oroboticso

andoprecisionomachineo tools, o smart oelectronics, oandoother o innovation-driveno industrialo

sectors,oasowelloasoinospecialisedobusinessoservices.
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Theseoinnovation-drivenoandoknowledge-basedosectorsohaveosubstantialoskilloandotal-

entoneeds,ohowever,owhichotheoZAEZowillohaveotooworkohardotoomeetothroughoindigenouso

labouroforceoupgradingoandoexternalotalentorecruitment.oInoadditionotooskillsoupgradingo

throughoeducationosystemoreformsoandotalentorecruitment,oinnovation-drivenoindustrialode-

velopmentowillorequireorecruitmentoofobranches,oprograms,oandolaboratoriesoofoleadingoin-

ternationalouniversitiesosimilarotoothatodoneobyoDubaioandoSingaporeoinoacceleratingotheiro

modernoknowledge-basedobusinessesoandoindustries.

Attractingoandoretainingowell-educatedoknowledgeoworkers,o includingomanagemento

talent,owillodependoinolargeopartoonotheoZAEZoupgradingoitsoliving,oinstitutional,ocommer-

cial,oandosocialoenvironments.oInoparticular,otheoZoneomustocreateodynamicourbanosubcen-

tres owith o the o full o range o of o amenities o desired o by o younger, o highly o educated oChineseo

professionalsoandoforeignotalent.oForotheoZAEZ,othisowouldonotoonlyoincludeomoreoexecu-

tiveohousing, omoreohealthoandowellnessofacilities, oandomoreoEnglish-languageointerna-

tional o schools, o but o also o the o establishment o of o five-star o Western-managed o hotels,o

fashionableoshopping,otrendyodining,omodernoleisureoandoentertainmentovenues,oandoareaso

withovibrantonightlife.

Inoshort,otheoZAEZowilloneedotoodevelopotheourbanoamenities,osocialovibrancy,oando

brightolightoeffectsofoundoinomajorocities.oTheseohaveoprovenoinstrumentaloinoattractingo

younger,owell-educatedotalentotooTier-OneourbanocentresoinoChinaoandoelsewhereoaroundo

theoworld,obyomakingothemolocationsowhereotalentedopeopleowantotoolive,owork,oandobeoen-

tertained.

CreatingourbanoambienceoinotheoZAEZ,oofocourse,owillotakeotime,osinceoitoinvolvesosoo

muchomoreo thanobuildingoroadways, ofactories, oandoofficeobuildings. oYet, o this omust obeo

done―andodoneorelativelyosoon―ifotalentoneedsoforoitsoenvisionedoinnovation-drivenoin-

dustriesoandoknowledge-basedobusinessoservicesosectorsoareotoobeomet.

ZhengzhouoAirportowilloalsoohaveotoosubstantiallyoexpandoitsointernationaloairopassen-

geroroutes,osinceoknowledgeoworkersoareoamongotheomostointenseoglobalobusinessoairotrav-

ellers.oInternationalofinancialoinstitutions,oregionalocorporateoheadquarters,oandocentresoofo

innovationolikewiseotypicallyorequireonon-stopointernationaloairoconnectivityoforotheiroex-

ecutivesoandoprofessionals.oTheoZAEZoisoveryowelloservedobyofourteenointernationalocargoo

airlines,olinkingoitotootheomajorityoofotheolargestoglobalocargoomarkets.oSimilaroprogresso

needsotoobeomadeoinodevelopingointernationalopassengeroservice,omakingotheoZAEZoaokeyo

nodeoinoChina’soAiroSilkoRoadoforoimportingotalentoandoexportingohigh-valueobusinessoser-

vices.

IsotheoZAEZoupotoomeetingotheseochallengesoasoitostrivesoasomuchoforoqualityoasofor o

volumeoofobusinessodevelopment?oWorkingowithotheoZone’soleadershipoforotheopastosixo

yearsoleadsomeotoobelieveothat,owithotheocontinuingopoliticaloandofinancialosupportofromo
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HenanoProvinceoandoBeijing,otheoZAEZowillomeetotheseochallenges,otherebyosolidifyingoitso

reputationothroughoutotheoworldoasoChina’soAerotropolis.
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